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HIGHLIGHTS 



If present trends continue, we can expect changes in - 

□ Enrollment in all regular public and private eiementcry an'j secondary day schools: 

• From bl.3 million in 1969 to 51.0 million in 1979. 

i 

□ Degree-credit enrollment in institutions of higher edjcation: 

• From 7.3 million in 1969 to 1 1.1 million in 1979. 

i 

□ High school graduates from all public and private secondary day schools: 

t From 3.0 million in 1969 70 to 3.8 million in 1979-80. 

I 

□ Bachelor's and first-professional degrees granted by institutions of higher education: 

• From 784,000 in 1969-70 to 1,133,000 in 1979-80. 

□ Full-time and part-time classroom teachers in all regular public and private elementary and 
secondary day schools: 

• From 2.2 mill. on in 1969 to 2.3 million in 1979. 

□ Fulltime-equivalent instructional staff for resident degree-credit courses in institutions of 
higher educa;,on: 

• From 41 1,000 in 1969-70 to 570,000 in 1979-80. 

□ Total expenditures of all regi lar public and private elementary and secondary schools: 

• From $45.4 billion in 1969-70 to $55.2 billion in 1979-80 tin 1 969-70 dollars). 

□ Total expenditures of institutions of higher education: 

• From $24.9 billion in 1969-70 to $42.2 billion in 1979 80 [ n 1969-70 dollars). 
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FOREWORD 



This publication provides projections of statistics for elementary and secondary schools and 
institutions of higher education. The statistics include enrollments, graduates, teachers, and 
expenditures. These projections supersede the ones shown in P'ojecVons of Educational 
Statistics to 1978-79, 1969 edition. They are based mainly on 1959-60 to 1969-70 Office of 
Education data, and they cover the period 1970-71 to 1979-80 for the United States. Many of 
these data are available by State for 1969-70 in the Office of Education publication. Digest of 
Eduotional Statistics, 1 970 edition. 

The projections shown here assume that the past 10 years' trends in enrollment rates, 
retention rates, class sizes, and per pupil expenditures will continue through 1979-80- Further 
information about projected changes end the assumptions on which these are based are shown 
in the main body of this report. Details of tha methodo'ogy used In making these projections 
are given in the appendixes. 



Dorothy M. Oxford, 

A s sis tan t Commissioner 
for Educational Statistics 
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CHAPTER I 



Introduction and Summary 

This is the seventh in a series of annual projections of data on education revised each year in 
order to take account of current information and emerging trends. 

This edition incorporates projections of elementary and seco idary enrollments based on 
revised population projections by the Bureau of the Census. These population projections take 
into account current fertility rates and their portent for the future. They do not take into 
account changes revealed by the 1970 Census because these data were not yet available when 
the poxilation projections were nnade. The new population projections resulted in somewhat 
lower projections of elementary and secondary enrollments beginning about 1975. 

Data separating postbaccalaureate enrollment into first-proft ssional and graduate enroll- 
ment became available this year for the first time since 1963. T ie nev # data showed that the 
growth in first* * professional enrollment had lagged far behind that in graduate enrollment. As a 
result, the new projections show a considerable increase in graduate enrollment over that 
estimated and projected in previous years. 

Thu statistical universe from which the enrollments and othnr educational data shown in 
this report were drawn consists of (1) the public school districts which report to their 
respective State departments of education, (2) the nonpublic jrade schools included in the 
Nonpjblic School Directory of the U.S. Office of Education, and (3) the institutions of 
highe' education meeting the requirements for inclusion in the Higher Education Directory of 
the U.S. Office of Education. ^ The coverage is the 50 States and the Distort of Columbia and 
excludes extension centers of U.S. educational institutions abroad. 

The published sources of the data, usually U.S. Office of Education surveys, are noted in 
each table. The tables are grouped by subject matter-together with detailed explanations of 
inclusions, exclusions, and descriptions of the data and projection methods-in separate 
chapters on enrollments, graduates, teachers, expenditures, and tuition and other charges. 

Footnotes to the tab'es state the assumptions on which tie projections are based, with 
references to tables and other data in the appendixes giving de ailed technical explanations of 
estimation and projection methods. The appendixes alsc include selected details of 
clast ification changes, a glossary of terms, and a number of aux liary tables. 

The projections are based, essentially, on trends in enrollment rates of the population over 
the past 1 1 years and on the projected population groups (rom which enrollment will be 
drawn in the next 10 years. The increases or decreases of the enrollment and other rates and 
the description of the data on which they are based are shown in appendix A, tables A-t 
through A-4. The projections of population of the typical agj at each level of enrollment are 
shown In appendix B, tables B*t and B*2. (The population dita used *.j those projected by 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census and reported in its population series P-25. 3 ) 

The enrollment rates have been growing steadily over the fast 10 years, but the population 
greups have been growing less rapidly and some are droppinc in size. The interaction of these 
tw) projection components determines, directly or indirectly, the numbers expected in the 
dif f erent areas of education. The numbers expected are shown graphically for the principal 
Breas of education in figures 1 through 9 and, in more detail, with percentage increases from 
19 >9 to 1969 and from 1969 to 1979, in table 1. 



U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education, ‘Nonpublic School 
Directory, Elementary and Secondary Da' r Schools, 1968-69/’ U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, C.C., 1970. 

! U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office oi Education, ‘ Education Directory, 
19E9-70, Higher Education," U.S. Government Printing Office, Washing ion, D.C., 1970. 

* U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current fiopufet/on Reporti, ‘ Population 
E it males and Projections: Projections of the Population of the Uniied States, by Age and Sex (Interim 
Rev sions) , 1970 to 2020," Series P-25, \o. 448, August 6, 1970. 



A summary, of major trends, past and projected, follows: 



Major trends in education 



(1 ) The school-age population is increasing less rapidly or declining. 

Percent change 

1959 to 1969 1969 to 1979 



Elementary age 16.3 “9.0 

Secondary age 39.7 5.0 

Higher education undergraduate age 53.4 19.3 



(2) The high school graduation rate is increasing. 

Graduates as percent of 1 By ear -olds 



1959-60 66.3 

1S69-70 78.4 

1979 80 89.5 



(3) Ine proportion of high school diplomas awarded to boys is increasing and is expected 
to exceed 60 percent before 1980. 

Boys as percent of afi graduates 



1959-60 48.2 

1969-70 49.6 

1979 80 50.6 



(4) Proportionately more people are earning collage degrees. 



Bachelor's degrees as percent of 
graduation age population 

1959-60 17.5 

1969-70 22.8 

1979-80 27.1 

(5) A larger proportion of degrees earned are advanced degrees. 

Master's as percent of total Doctor's (except first-professional) at percent of total 

1959-60 16.3 2.1 

1969-70 21.2 2.8 

1979-80 26.6 3.8 



(6) The proportion of bachelor’s and first-professional degrees awarded to women Is 
Increasing. 

Women as percent cf bachelor's and 
firs \-prof visional -degree recipients 



1959-60 35.0 

1969-70 41.8 

1979-80 46.3 
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(7) Degree-credit enrollment in 2-year h'stitutions b growing faster than In 4-year 
institutions. 

Oegret<redit students in 2-year institutions 
as percent of all degree-credit students 

1959 12.1 

1969 19.1 

1979 22.1 
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(8) The ratio of public elementary and secondary students to classroom teachers is 



dt>clinin9. 

Ratio of students ft* classroom teachers 
To tat Elementary Secondary 

1950 26.0 28.7 21.5 

1969 22.7 24.8 20.0 

1979 21.8 23.6 19.9 

(9) The cost of educating public elr.rentary and se t* dary students is lr*c*e&sing. 

Current expenditure per pupil in overage 
daily attendance (1969’70 dollars) 

1 959-60 $482 

1969-70 783 

1979-80 986 



110) The cost of educating college students Is increasing. 



Current expenditures per full-time-equivalent student 
for student educa tion (1963-70 dollars ) 

Total Publicly controlled Privately controlled 
Institutions institutions 

19*9-60 $1,476 $1,456 $1,506 

1969-70 2,025 1,896 2,302 

1979-80 2,459 2,256 3,208 
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Figure 1, Enrollment in Grade* K*12 of Regular Day School*, by Inititutional 
Control and Organizational Level: United State*, Fall 1959 lo 1979 




Figure?. Total Degree-Credit Enrolment in Initiation* of Higher Educit.on, by Control 
ard Type of Initiation: United Statu Fell 1959 to 1979 

(MILLIONS OF STUDENTS) 







Figure 3. High School Graduate*: United State*, 1959 60 to 1979 80 





Figure 4 Earned Oegreei, by level. United StatM, 1E69 60 *o 1979 80 
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Figure 5. Classroom Teacher* in Regular Elementary and Secondary School*, by 

Institutional Control and Organizational Level: United State*, Fall 1059 
to 1979 
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Figure 6. Initructional Staff Poiitiom for Resident OeyeeCredit Ccurtet in initiation* 
of Higher Education, by Type and Control of Institution: United State*, F»r*t 
Term 1959 60 to 1979 80. 
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figure 7. Tot!) Expenditures ( 1969-70 Do 'art), by Regular Elementary and Secondary 
Day Schools: United States, 1969 60 to 1979 80. 
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Figure 9. Schoot Age Papulation: United State*, October 1 969 to t979 
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Table 1.— Summary of trends in education: 
United States, 1959, 1969, and 1979 

(Number ol persons in thousands] 
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Item 




Number, 

1959 


Number, 

1969 


Percent 
change, 
1959 to 1969 


Number, 

1979 


Percent 
change, 
1969 to 1979 








Population age groups (C series, appendix 61 


6-13 




32,074 


37,288 


16 


33,924 


-9 


14-17 






15,553 


40 


16,327 


5 


IS 




2,574 


3,682 


43 


4,276 


16 


18-21 






14,236 


53 


16,978 


19 


Composite ege group' . . 




2,172 


3.423 


58 


4,141 


21 






Enrollment in elementary and secondary schools 










(chapter II) 






Grades K*12 




40,782 


51.319 


26 


51,000 


-1 


K-8 






36.897 


17 


34,600 


-6 


9-12 






14.422 


56 


16,400 


14 


Public 




35,182 


45,619 


30 


45,600 


0 


Nonpublic 




5,600 


5,700 


2 


5,400 


-5 








Enrollment in institution* ol higher education 










(chapter II) 






Degree-credit 




3,377 


7,299 


116 


11,075 


52 


Men . . , 






4,317 


too 


6,251 


45 


Women 




1,216 


2,982 


145 


4,823 


62 


Full time 




2,314 


5,198 


125 


7,669 


48 


Full-time equivalent . 




2,6C5 


5,891 


121 


8,792 


49 


First time 




822 


1,699 


107 


2,477 


46 


Undergraduate* 




3,046 


6,411 


110 


9,435 


47 


Graduate 




331 


889 


169 


1,640 


84 


4-year institutions .. 




2,968 


5,902 


99 


8,629 


46 


2-year institutions . . 






1,397 


241 


2,446 


75 


Public control 




1,984 


5,260 


165 


8,671 


65 


N on pubric control . . 




1,393 


2,040 


46 


2/403 


18 


Nondegree -credit 




194 


618 


219 


1,183 


91 


Men 






379 


177 


691 


82 


Women 






239 


319 


492 


106 


Full time 






288 


269 


547 


90 


Futl-time equivalent » 






381 


240 


725 


90 


4-year institutions . . 




41 


72 


76 


>26 


75 


2-year Institutions . . 






546 


257 


1,058 


94 


Public control 






680 


289 


1,135 


96 


Nonpublic control . . 






38 


-16 


48 


26 








High school gradua at (chapter 111) 




Total graduates 






2.978 


60 


3,759 


?6 


Men 




898 


1,478 


65 


1,901 


29 


Women 






1.500 


65 


1.858 


24 


Public control * * . » . 






2,658 


63 


3,439 


29 


Non public control .. 






320 


39 


320 


0 



See fcrotnotei at end ol table. 
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Table 1. -Summary of trends in education: 
United States, 1959, 1969, and 1979-Continued 

[Number of persons in thou«<*nds] 





Number, 


Number, 


Percent 


Number. 


Percent 


Iten 


1959 


1969 


change. 

1 959 to 1969 


change, 
*969 to 1979 






Earned degrees (chapter III) 




Total degrees 


476.7 


1,032.5 


117 


1,628.0 


58 


Men 


313.8 


616.9 


97 


920.5 


49 


Women 


162.9 


415.7 


155 


707.6 


70 


Bachelor's and first-professional . . 


389 


764 


102 


1,133 


45 


Men 


253 


456 


80 


608 


33 


Women 


136 


328 


141 


525 


60 


Master's 


77.7 


219.2 


182 


432.3 


97 


Men 


52.0 


135w 


160 


257.9 


90 


Women 


25.7 


83.9 


2^6 


174.6 


108 


Doctor's (except first -profess 5 on all , 


9.8 


29.3 


199 


62.5 


113 


Men 


8.8 


25.5 


190 


54.6 


114 


Women 


1.0 


3.8 


280 


8.0 


111 






Instructional staff in sltmtntary and 








secondary sthooli (chapter IV>* 




Classroom teachers 


1.531 


2,241 


46 


2,320 


4 


Elementary 


952 


1,255 


3? 


1,217 


-3 


Secondary 


580 


985 


70 


1/.04 


12 


Public control 


1,355 


2,014 


49 


2,089 


4 


Nonpubfic Control 


176 


227 


29 


231 


2 


Other instructional staff 


108 


256 


137 


332 


30 






Professional staff In institutions of 








h : ght 


r education 


(chapter IV) 




For Instruction 


338 


700 


107 


986 


41 


4-year Institut ons . . , . 


304 


592 


95 


799 


35 


2-year Institutions 


34 


108 


218 


187 


73 


Public ccntro* * , , , 


190 


479 


152 


739 


54 


Nonpublic control , , , 


143 


221 


49 


247 


12 


For administration and services . 


44 


91 


107 


124 


36 


For or^ani'ied research 


37 


80 


116 


112 


40 



See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 1. -Summary of trends in education: 
United States, 1959, 1969, and 1979-Continued 



Item 


Amount, 

1959-60 


Amount, 

1969-70 


c -::cent 
change, 
1959-60 to 
1969-70 


Amount, 
: l 979-80 


Percent 
change, 
1969-70 to 
1979-80 






Expenditures by elementary and secondary 








schools, in billions of constant 1969-70 








dollars (chapter V) 




Total expenditures 4 


S23.9 


$45.4 


90 


! $55.2 


22 


Public control 




40.8 


93 


43.7 


22 


Nonpubfic control 


2.8 


4.6 


64 


j 5.5 


20 






Expenditures fcy institution!} of hitter 






education in billions of constant, 1969-70 dollar* 








(chapter V) 


i 




Total expenditures 4 


$8.9 


$24.9 


180 


! $42.2 


69 


Public control 




16.3 


226 


28.7 


76 


Nonpublic control 


3.9 


8.6 


121 


13.5 


67 






Average charge by institutions of bi(Jiar 






education to full-time undergo :)uate students 






h constant 1969-70 ddlars 


’chapter VI) 




Public control 




$1,198 


13 


| $1,367 


14 


NonpufcSic rcntrol .......... 


1,965 


2,520 


28 


| 3,162 


25 


1 Foi content of this age group, 


see "Estimation 


4 Includes 


current exp 


rtfltures, interest, and 


Methods," in appendix A and footnote 2 of table 


capital outlay. 







6 2, epperdix 6. 

* Undergraduate enrollment includes firct-time 
enrollment. 

*Other instructional *taff Includes principals, 
supervisors, librarians, and guidance and psycho- 
logical pe<aonnel. 



NOTE: Data are for 50 
Columbia for 
rounding, detail 



itates and the District of 
all years. Becajse of 
nay not add to totals 
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CHAPTER II 



Enrollment 



Velma S . Southard and Martin M. Frankel 



All levels (table 2) 



Tota' fan enrollment (elementary, secondary, and h^hnr education) increased from 44 million 
in 1959 to 59 mill : on in 1969 and is expected to be fV million in 1979. These totals include 
daytin j enrollment in ail regular public d> id nonpublic (parochial and nonsectarian) elementary 
and secondary schools; the de'vee-credit errollnpnt in publicly and privately controlled 
institutions of higher education h programs leading to a bachelor's or higher degree; and 
nondegree-credit enrollment in piograms that extend not more than 3 years beyond high 
school and are designed to prepare for a technical, scmiprofessional, or craftsman-clerical 
position. 

Excluded from the enrollment', in institutions of higher education are adult education 
courts of regular length, short courses of any kind, and correspondence, television, or radio 
courses, some of wh'ch are degreecredit courses. Excluded frori the enrollments in 
elementary and secondary schools are: (1) those in public and nonpublic subcollegiate, 
vocational, technical, and trade schools, unless these tre a part of the regular school system; 
(2) enrollment in evening classes in regular public schtols; and (3) enrollment in elementary 
and secondary grades in public and nonpublic resid’vtial schools for exceptional children. 
Federal schools for Indians, schools on Federal installations, and subcollegiate departments of 
public and nonpublic institutions of higher education. These enrollments also exclude children 
aged 3 to 6 years enrolled in independent public and nonpublic nursery schools and 
kindergartens (exclusively preprirnary schools). However, estimates of the latter enrollment 
are shown in table 2 as a separate item. 

The projection of fall enrollments shown in table 2 is based on the following assumptions: 
(1) The percentage of school-age persons enrolling in school and the retention rates of 1* ose 
already in school will continue the 1959 to 1969 trends, and (2) the school-age populations 
on which Ue projection? are based will remain through 1979 substantially as now estimated 
and projected by the Bureau of thJ Census. These population bases are shown in appendix B, 
tables B-1 and B-2. 



Fall enrollment in regular elementary and secondary day schools (table 3) increased from 41 
mrlllon in 1959 to 51 million in 1969, and is expected to remain at approximately 51 million 
through 1979. The 1969 Enrollment excludes an estimated total of 0.3 million enrolled in 
public and nonpubfic schools such as residential schools for exceptional children, ajbco.legiate 
departments of public and nonpublic institutions of higher education. Federal schools for 
Indians, and schools on Federal installations. It also excludes an estimated 1.4 million 
between the ages of 3 and 6 enrolled in independent nursery schools and kindergartens and an 
estimated 1.5 million in "special" (business and trade) schools. 1 



1 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, ' Current Population Reports, Population 
Characteristics, School Enrollment October 1969, 41 Senes P-20, No. 206, October 5. 1970. 



Elementary end secondary day schools (tables 3, 4) 





Increases in the next decide will be at the high school level because some of the children 
progressing through high school in those years were born in the high-birth years before I960, 
and because enrollment rates of persons of high school age are continuing to increase. Total 
enrollment in grades 9 t irough 12 rose from 9 million in 1959 to 14 million in 1969 and is 
expected to be 16 million in 1979. 

Enrollment in kindergarfen and grades through 8 is expected to decrease by over 2.5 
m'l'ion between 1970 and 1977 and then to begin a slow upward climb as the increasing 
numbers of women in the child-bearing ages offset the decreasing fertility rates. (The fertility 
rate is defined as the average number of children bo n per 1,000 women between the ages of 
15 and 45 years.) The proportion of children of elementary school age who are enrolled in 
school is already so high (about 99 percent, if 5-yea -olds are excluded) that any increase in 
enrollment fates for this age group will be minimal. E nrollment in kindergarten through grade 
8 increased from about 32 million in 1959 to 37 m Dion in 1969 but is expected to be less 
than 35 million in 1979. 

Enrollment in schools organized as secondary (set appendix A, "Glossary," for definition 
of elementary and secondary schools) increased fron 12 million in 1959 to nearly 20 million 
in 1969 and is expected to be about 22 million in 1979. The enrollment m secondary schools 
is forger than the enrollment in grades 9 through \V as shown in tables 2 and 3, because it 
includes all of the giade 9 though 12 enrollment as wall as the enrollment in grades 7 and 8 in 
junior high schools. It may be even high ar than it appears to be in table 4 because some State 
departments c f education report only by grade e>en though some of their schools are 
organized on &n elementary and secondary basts. 

The reported en rollment in elemen tar/ schools is snaller than that in kindergarten through 
grade 8 (tables 2 ar.d 3) because it excludes enrollment in grades 7 and 8 in junior high 
schools. The reported enrollment in elementary schnols increased from lass than 29 million 
in 1959 to nearly 32 miflion in 1969 but is expected to be only 29 million in 1979. 



Public school enrollment (tables 3, 4) 

Projections of enrollment in regular pub ic day schools are shown in table 3 by grade group 
and in table 4 by organizational (evel. 

The public school enrollment by grade was proje;ted for each grade separately and then 
summed to obtain the projections by grede group. T ie projections by grade were derived (1) 
by applying projected agespecific enrollment rates to 5- and 6-year-olds (Bureau of the 
Census population series C) and (2) by applying projicted grade retention rates to children in 
grades 1 through 1 1. 

It should be noted that children entering kindercarten through fall 1974 and first grade 
through fall 1975 a e already born; and thus the number is not dependent on assumed fertility 
rates. By 1979, the last year shown in the tables, only projections of kindergarten through 
grade 4 depend on assumed fertility rates. For an explanation of the fertility rates used by the 
Bureau of the Census for projecting series C population, see appendix B, table B-1 footnotes. 

The enrollment in regular public day schools ty organi rational level was derived by 
assuming that the percentages of the 7th- and 8thgrade enrollment organized as secondary 
school enrollment will continue to increase as it has in the past 10 years. 

For a more detailed description of the assumptions and methods used in projecting public 
school enrollment, see footnotes to tables 3 and 4 anr, in appendix A, to table A-1. 



Nonpublic school enrollment (tables 3, 4) 

About 10 percent of regular day grade school enrollment is now in nonpublic schools, mostly 
(about 90 percent) in the parochial schools. Because of the current fiscal difficulties of these 



14 



23 



schools, the projection of nonpublic school enrollment by conventional trend methods is not 
feasible. The projections by grade group included in table 3 are, therefore, estimates based on 
the scanty information available to the Office of Education at this time. (Enrollments lost to 
the nonpublic schools will be shifted to the public schools, so the projected total public and 
nonpublic enrollment should not be affected.) 

The enrol fments in nonpublic schools bv organizational level shown in table 4 are the same 
as those by grade group shown in table 3 because almost all the nonpublic school 7th and 8th 
graders in the past have been in tie elementary schools. 



Fall enrollment in both 4-year and 2-year institutions of higher education includes resident 
and extension, day and evening, full-time and part-time students who are (1) taking work 
creditable toward a bachelor's or higher degree or (2) Sr. occupational or gene al studies 
programs not chiefly creditable toward ? bachelor's degree but preparing for a technical, 
semiprofessional, or craftsman-clerical position. The total enrollment (table 5) increased from 
an estimated 3.6 million in 1959 to 7.9 million in 1969 and is expected to be over 12.2 
million in 1979 of which nearly 10 percent are expec!ed to be in occupational or general 
studies. 

Uegree-credit enrollment (tables 0-8, 13) 

Opening fall enrollment in courses creditable toward a bachelor's or higher degree increased 
from 3.4 million in 1959 to an estimated 7.3 million in 1969 and is expected to climb to 11.1 
million by 1979. These figures include graduate, undergraduate, and first-professional 
enrollment in degree-credit courses in be ch 4-year and 2-year institutions. 

Of the 11.1 million students expected to be taking work toward a bachelor's or higher 
degree in 1979, 1.6 million, or 14 percent, are expected to be taking graduate work beyond 
the bachelor's or first-professioraf level. Of the 9.4 million taking work creditable toward 
undergraduate or first-professional degrees, about one-fourth will be entering college for the 
first time. (See p. 16 and table 13). 

Projected totals of opening fall degree-credit enrollment by sex and attendance status and 
by control of institution attended are shown in table 6; foe 4-year ir stitutions, in table 7; ?nd 
for 2-year institutions, in table 8. The projections were made separately for men and women 
by type and control of institution attended and summed to get the totals shown in the tables. 
The projections are based on the assumption that the percentage of college-age people 
enrolled in college in each of the aforementioned enrollment categories will continuj to 
increase from 1969 to 1979 as il did from 1959 to 1969. Atterdance status was projected by 
holding constant, through 1979, the 1968 percentage ol fu!l-t'me enrollment in ea.h 
enrollment category. The wide differences in these percentages by enrollment category can be 
seen in appendix A, table A-1. This table also shows the estimating equations for each 
enrollment category. 

Nondegree-credit enrollment (tables 9 11) 

Opening fall enrollment in roodegree-crcdit courses (occupational or general studies 
programs) in all institutions of fvgher education rose from cn estimated 0.2 mill ion in 1959 to 
0,6 million in 1969 and is expected to be nearly 1.2 million in 1979. Almost 94 percent of 
this enrollment was in publicly controlled institutions in 1969. Less than half of it was 
full-time, and about 88 percent was in 2-year institutions. (These enrollments were shown for 



Institutions of higher education (table 5) 
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4-year and 2-year institutions separately for the first time in the 1969 edition of this rep< rt 
series.) 

The projection of nondegree-credit enrollment is based on the assumption that, within the 
categories of sex of student and control and type of institution, nondegree -credit enrollment 
expressed as a percentage of the population 18-21 years of age will follow the 1959 to 196S 
trends. Full-time attendance status was projected by holding constant to 1979 the estimated 
percentage of nondegree-v/edit enrollment that was full time in 1969. 

Full tirne-equivafent enrollment (table 12) 

Estimated full-time-equivatent opening fall enrollment in degree-credit and nondegree credit 
courses increased from 2.8 million in 1959 to 6.3 million in 1969 and is expected to be 9.5 
million in 1979. Of this enrollment, 72 percent was in publicly controlled institutions in 
1969, cind 79 percent is expected to be in publicly controlled institutions in 1973. Ninety-two 
percent of the 1979 full -time- equivalent enrollment is expected to be in degree-credit courses. 

The estimate of full-time-equivalent degree-credit enrollment is based on 33 percent of 
part-time degree -credit enrollment plus full-time degree -creel it enrollment. Fuil-time-equiva- 
lent nondegree-credit enrollment is based on 28 percent of part-time nondegree-credit 
enrollment plus full time rondegree -credit enrollment. These percentages for converting 
part-time enrollment to full-time enrollment were taken from the 1964 sample survey of 
full-tim^equivalent enrollment and credit hours. 

Degree-credit eniollment by level (table 13) 

Degree-credit enrollment data are available for three levels either directly from reports or by 
supplemental estimates. Those levels first-time enrollment (first time enrolled in any 
institution of higher education), undergraduate and first-professional enrollment combined, 
and graduate enrollment. (Fir.ttime enrollment, shown sepa r ately in tablas 14, 15, and 16, is 
also included with undergraduate and first-professional enrollment, tables 18 and 19 r and with 
enrollment in 2-yeer institutions, table 8). Table 13 summaries the relationships by type of 
institution of the different levels of degree -credit enrollment. 

First-time decree-credit enrollment (tables 14, 15, 16) 

First-time opening fall enrollment in degroe-credit courses inc eased from 0.8 million in 1959 
to 1.7 million in 1969, and is expected to be 2.5 million in 1 979. Almost 75 percent of this 
enrollment was in publicly controlled institutions in 1969, compared to <ibout 61 percent in 
1959. Over four-fifths of first-time enrollment in 1969 was full time. 

Projected first-time degree-credit enrollment in all institutions of higher education is shown 
in table 14. It is bised on the assumption that first-time enrollment by sex and by cont r c! and 
type of institution, as a percentage of the population averaging 18 years cf age, will continue 
the 1959 to 1969 trends. The projections are shown separately for 4 year and 2-year 
institutions in tables 15 and 16. 



Resident graduate enrollment (table 17). 

Estimated resident graduate e* rollmeit increased from 0.3 million in 1959 to 0.9 million in 
1969 and is ex; ected to be 1.6 million in 1979. These estimates and projections are confined 
to resident graduate students because we have no separate data on extension graduate 
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students. (Extension graduate students are Included with resident and extension urder- 
graduate and first-professional students in rabies 18 and 19.) The estimates of resident 
graduate enrollment were derived from several sources. The principal sources were the 
comprehensive surveys of 1959, 1961, 1963, and 1967; and the opening fall enrollment 
surveys of 1967 and 1938. The full-time and part-time attendance status estimates for 1967 to 
1969 were based on the unpublished 1967 comprehersive survey of enrollment and the 19b8 
opening fall survey of enrollment. For a detailed statement of the methods used in estimating 
graduate enrollment, see appendix A under "Estimation Methods." 

The projection of graduate enrollment was based on the assumption chat the trends shown 
from 1959 to 1969 for estimated resident graduate enrollment as a percentage of all 
degree-credit enrollment in 4-year institutions will continue to 1979. It is assumed that 
full time graduate enrollment as a percentage of all graduate enrollment will remain 
approximately constant to 1979 at the estimated 1969 level. 

Undergraduate arid first-professional enrollment (tables 8, 18, 19) 

Undergraduate aid first-professional enrollment in 4-year institutions was estimated by 
subtracting estimated resident graduate enrollment from the estimated total of opening fall 
degree-credit resident and extension enrollment in these institutions. 

Estimated undergraduate and first-professional enrollment (tabie 19} in 4-year institutions 
rose from 2.6 mi lion in 1959 to 5.0 million in 1969 and, on the basis nf the 1959 to 1969 
trend, is expected to be 7.0 million in 1979. Undergraduate enrollment in 2-year institutions 
(table 8) more than tripled from 1959 to 1969 (0.4 million to 1.4 million), and is expected to 
reach 2.4 million by 1979. 
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